
steps of Edith Marion 
Patch! Please use the form 
on the back of this newslet-
ter to reserve your place at 
the reception, which will 
be held Sunday, April 21, 
from 3:00-5:00 p.m. at the 
Thomas Lynch University 
Club, Fogler Library, Uni-
versity of Maine. 

 

T he event is co-
sponsored by the 
Friends of  Dr. 

Edith Marion Patch and the 
Friends of the Fogler Li-
brary. 

 

 

 

 Longcore and Susan Braw-
ley, have been honored by 
their peers in the scientific 
community, becoming the 
first UMaine women since 
Dr. Patch�’s day to achieve 
such a place of esteem. Dr. 
Longcore, associate re-
search professor in the 
School of Biology and 
Ecology, was named a Fel-
low �“for distinguished con-
tributions to mycology/
microbiology on aquatic 
fungi, developing extensive 
collections and isolating 
and describing Batracho-
chytrium dendrobatidis, the 
cause of global amphibian 
declines.�” Dr. Brawley, 
professor of plant biology 
in the School of Marine 
Sciences and cooperating 
professor of biological 
sciences, was named a 
Fellow �“for innovative 
and interdisciplinary ap-
proaches in elucidating 
critical factors in rocky 
seaweed distribution and 
for inspiring and training 
students at all levels.�” 

 

We hope you will join us 
in celebrating the extraor-
dinary work of the Univer-
sity of Maine women who 
are following in the foot-
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E ach year at the 
annual Earth 
Day Reception 

honoring the life and lega-
cy of Dr. Edith Marion 
Patch, our organization 
presents the Edith Patch 
Award to several under-
graduate and graduate 
women for their distin-
guished work as students at 
the University of Maine 
and their promise for future 
contributions in the fields 
of science, agriculture, en-
gineering, or environmen-
tal education. As part of 
the reception program, 
each honoree makes a brief 
presentation describing her 
current research and future 
lines of inquiry. The work 
of other outstanding stu-
dents is presented through 
poster displays for informal 
viewing and discussion. 

 

This year, the event will 
include a very special addi-
tion: the recognition of two 
University of Maine facul-
ty women who have been 
named fellows of the 
American Association for 
the Advancement of Sci-
ence (AAAS). These scien-
tists of our own time, Joyce 



P A G E  2  

Dame Bug and Her Babies Reprint Still Available 

Edith Patch and AAAS 

T he Entomolog-
ical Society of 
America 

(ESA), of which Edith 
Patch was a charter mem-
ber, began its existence 
in 1906 as an affiliate of 
the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement 
of Science (AAAS). Dr. 
Patch was elected ESA�’s 
first woman president in 
1930, the year the organi-
zation celebrated its sil-
ver jubilee. Taking the 
stage for a brief after-
dinner address at the an-
nual Entomologist�’s Din-
ner that year, she recalled 
her first AAAS meeting: 

 

With my AAAS book for 
guide I followed arrows 
through labyrinthine 
halls and came at length 

to the room where a dis-
cussion on economic in-
sects was in progress. It 
did not occur to me but 
that so small and unob-
trusive a person as my-
self could enter the side 
door without any inter-
ruption of the program 
or, indeed, without being 
noticed. [And] yet, be-
tween the quiet opening 
of that door and the 
equally quiet slipping 
into the nearest empty 
seat, a dramatic incident 
occurred.  For in those 
few seconds every 
cigar and pipe in the 
room went down.  I 
call that gesture dra-
matic because of 
what it implied, �— 
for as I glanced 
across the room at 
the faces dimly visi-
ble through the 

smoke, I noticed that the 
air was not alone in be-
ing blue. The color of the 
haze, indeed, seemed 
somehow to be reflected 
in the grimness of cer-
tain countenances I be-
held. 

 

As a happy sequel I has-
ten to report that at sub-
sequent conventions the 
same presence ceased to 
function as an involun-
tary fire-extinguisher�… 

low scientists warned her that 
publishing a children's book 
would ruin her professional 
reputation. Patch, undeterred, 
declared that she would take 
as much care in presenting 
accurate science for children 
as she did in writing for her 
scientific colleagues. Patch 
founded her own publishing 

Dame Bug and her Babies 
was the first children�’s book 
written by Edith Marion 
Patch. A collection of 18 sto-
ries about insect mothers and 
their offspring, the book was 
published in 1913, two years 
after Patch completed her 
doctorate in entomology. Fel-

T H E  F R I E N D S  O F  E D I T H  M A R I O N  P A T C H  

Edith Patch and �“the boys.�” 

house, The Pine Cone Publish-
ing Company of Orono. The 
Pine Cone Publishing Compa-
ny has been revived by the 
Friends of Dr. Edith Marion 
Patch. and Dame Bug and Her 
Babies has been reissued, com-
plete with original art deco 
lettering and illustrations. 



 

 

Insect Adventures!  

In addition to the Earth Day Celebration on Sunday, April 21, the Friends of Dr. Edith Marion Patch will, once 
again, sponsor Insect Adventures at the Orono Public Library. This popular event offers hands on fun with insects as 
well as story time and arts and craftsl. Insect Adventures! will 
take place on Saturday, May 18th. 

Braeside Exterior Renovations Underway This Spring and 
Summer.  

 When you drive by Braeside this spring and summer,  expect a 
lot of activity as exterior renovations will be underway. Addi-
tional work on the Foundation and a new roof are part of the 
work expected to be done.  

New Pioneers Are Braeside Neighbors 
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I t�’s been a familiar 
sight for decades 
across from Braeside 

on College Avenue:  the an-
gular modern building with 
the large array of solar pan-
els. Built and initially occu-
pied by University of Maine 
Professor Carroll Terrell 
(1917-2003), the building has 
recently become the home of 
a pioneering new endeavor: 
the University of Maine�’s 
Terrell House Permaculture 
Living and Learning Com-
munity.  

 

Members of Terrell House 
shared their experience and 
their plans at the February 2, 
2013 Forum co-hosted by the 
Friends of Dr. Edith Marion 
Patch. After Professor Emeri-
tus Dick Hill offered a re-
view of the building�’s design 
and engineering history, the 

Terrellians went on to ex-
plain the principles of perma-
culture and the ways they are 
being applied in this pioneer-
ing project. From revitalizing 
the building�’s existing ener-
gy conservation elements and 
developing gardens, to fos-
tering community conversa-
tions on natural and social 
aspects of healthy, mindful 
living, the members of the 
Terrell house Community are 
integrating approaches that 
care for the earth and for its 
people.  

 

Together, Terrell House and 
Braeside are seen as a Uni-
versity of Maine enclave 
where sustainable living 
comes together with research 
and education for conserva-
tion and appreciation of the 
world we all share. The pro-
spect for future collaboration 
is exciting! 

Bits and Pieces 

Excerpt from Dame Bug 
and her Babies  
�“The Dragon Guard O�’ Maple Sugar�” 

I f you should see Thalessa with her long 
sting sailing through the air may be you 

would be frightened. But after you once get 
acquainted with her and find out that her 
sting is not to stick into people but into trees 
you will not be afraid any more. Then, when 
you learn that eve-
ry time she stings 
a tree she helps it, 
you will begin to 
think that even if 
she does look ter-
rible, Thalesa is a 
good sort of drag-
on, after all�… 

 



Quantity  Item      Unit Price    Total 

_____ Dame Bug and Her Babies (hard cover)   $25.00     _________ 

______ Dame Bug and Her Babies (soft cover)       12.95      
            ________ 

_____ Favorite Recipes of Friends of Edith Marion Patch    16.95     _________ 

______ Laddie Series Notecards        8.00     _________ 

______ Braeside Ornament         8.00     ________ 

 Shipping�—Orders under $10.00       2.00     ________ 

 Orders totaling $11-25.00        4.00     ________ 

 Orders totaling $26-50.00        6.00     ________ 

 Orders totaling over $50    FREE Shipping     

Please register me as (check one) 

Renewing______ New _____Associate of the Friends of Edith Patch $25.00      ________ 

Tax deductible contribution to the Braeside Fund         ________ 

       Grand Total    _________ 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:________________________ E-Mail:___________________________________________  I prefer my newsletter via ___mail ___e-mail 

Please make check payable to: University of Maine Foundation and designate payment to the Edith Marion Patch Fund. Mail to: Nancy MacKnight, Secretatry, Friends of 
Patch, 52 Penobscot Street, Orono, ME 04473 

The Friends of Edith Marion Patch�—Membership Registration and Order Form 

Friends of Dr. Edith Marion Patch

52 Penobscot Street

Orono, ME 04473

Yes, I would like to a end the Eighth Annual Earth Day Celebra on of the Life and Legacy of Dr. Edith Marion Patch. Cost is
$15.00 per person; $5.00 with student ID. Pre registra on is required, as only a limited number of seats will be available at the
door. Number a ending: ______ Registra on amount: $__________ . Please ll out your name and address below.
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