
 

Horticulture. In addition to cleaning the site, 
surveying the forest, and marking the trails, they 
will design signs and brochures, develop pod-
casts and on-site lessons, and consider budget-
ing and other related factors. 

At the annual meeting attendees will have an 
opportunity to witness the learning that is al-
ready happening at Braeside, as well as to pro-
vide input for the types of learning that can hap-
pen there in the very near future. In addition to 
student presentations, there will be a brief busi-
ness meeting, including election of officers. 

 

P lease join us at our annual meeting  on 
Saturday, November 2, 2013 from 1-
3 p.m. at the Page Farm and Home 
Museum on the Orono campus.  

 
Refreshments will be served.
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B raeside renovations are 
underway again. The 
facilities management 
team of the University, 

guided by project leader Art Bot-
tie, is working with Malcolm 
(Mac) Collins, a well-known 
Maine architect who specializes 
in historic buildings. He has been 
commissioned by the University 
to consult on the rehabilitation of 
Braeside and how best to proceed 
with remaining interior work.   

This summer additional founda-
tion work has been completed. 
Inside demolition is underway, 
and work on the roof is scheduled 
for September. 

Although there is much to be 
done, we are many steps closer to 
our dream of Braeside as the 
Edith Patch Environmental Ob-
servatory.  

Good things are also happening 
outside Braeside. This fall semes-
ter, Associate Professor Jessica 
Leahy is using Braeside�’s wood-
land, wetland, and meadow as a 
living laboratory for her Environ-
mental Interpretation class SFR 
452. At the 2013 annual meeting 
of the Friends of Dr. Edith Mari-
on Patch, Dr. Leahy�’s students 
will be presenting detailed plans 
for these outdoor learning areas, 
building on previous work done 
by students in Environmental 

Mary Bird and Art Bottie discuss next steps 
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2013 Edith Patch Awardees 

Patch and Comstock 

A nna Botsford 
Comstock 
(September 1, 
1854 �– Au-

gust 24, 1930), an Ameri-
can artist, educator, con-
servationist, and a leader 
of the nature study move-
ment was a friend of 
Edith Patch. Comstock 
made engravings for the 
more than 600 plates in 
her husband John Henry 
Comstock�’s Manual for 
the Study of Insects 
(1895) and for Insect Life 
(1897) and How to Know 
the Butterflies (1904), 
both of which she co-
authored. Her engravings 
were also widely exhibit-
ed and won several priz-
es. Books that she both 
wrote and illustrated in-
clude Ways of the Six-
Footed (1903), How to 
Keep Bees (1905), The 

Handbook of Nature 
Study (1911, with more 
than two dozen editions), 
The Pet Book (1914), and 
Trees at Leisure (1916). 

In 1895 Comstock was 
appointed to the New 
York State Committee 
for the Promotion of Ag-
riculture, under whose 
auspices she planned and 
conducted an experi-
mental course of nature 

study for public schools. 
When the program was 
approved for statewide 
use through the exten-
sion service of Cornell, 
she wrote and spoke in 
its behalf, helped train 
teachers, and prepared 
classroom materials; 
from 1897 she taught 
nature study at Cornell. 

Minna Mathiasson earned 
the 2013 Edith Patch Award at 
the undergraduate level. A 
senior biology major minoring 
in Spanish, Minna assisted 
with field research on Maine's 
blueberry barrens, observing 
behavior of pollinating insects 
on plants coming into flower. 
With a lively curiosity and 
work ethic that mirrors Edith 

T he 2013 Edith 
Patch awardees 
were announced at 
the annual Earth 

Day celebration held in con-
junction with the Friends of 
the Fogler Library on April 
21. Each gave a presentation 
of her work. 
 

T H E  F R I E N D S  O F  E D I T H  M A R I O N  P A T C H  

Anna Comstock writes Patch while in Egypt 

Patch�’s endeavors of a century 
ago, Minna has undertaken 
independent research focused 
on insect associates of fall 
flowering herbs and shrubs. 
Following graduation (and af-
ter convincing her parents to 
take up beekeeping), Minna 
has embarked on a research 
internship in Ghana, studying 
pollination in native plant 
communities. 



September 7, Orono Festival, Orono, Me. The Friends will have a booth. 

September 11, BugMaine-ia at Maine State Museum in Augusta, Me. Mary 
Bird and Edie King will be exhibitors. 

September 28, 1-3 p.m. �“Beyond the Usual: Exploring Maine with Edith 
Patch and the Pickerings.�” presented by John and Marisue Pickering at the 
Page Farm and Home Museum, Orono campus. 

October 26, 10 a.m. to 12 noon �“Dragonfly Larvae as Indicators of Mercury 
Contamination in Maine and Beyond�” presented by Sarah Nelson at the Old Town Public Library, 46 Middle 
Street, Old Town. 

November 2, 1-3 p.m., Annual meeting  and program �“Outdoor Learning at Braeside, �” presented by students of 
SFR 452, Environmental Interpretation at the Page Farm and Home Museum, Orono campus.    

Spring Semester forums in the works include in February, current research on awareness and prevention of the 
Emerald Ash Borer in Maine; in March, program is to be determined; in April, the annual Earth Day Reception 
and Edith Patch Awards held in conjunction with the Friends of Fogler Library; and in May, the annual Insect Ad-
ventures held at the Orono Public Library. 
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Abigail Sullivan was the 
recipient of the 2013 Edith 
Patch Award at the master's 
level. As an Ecology and 
Environmental Sciences stu-
dent and member of the Uni-
versity of Maine�’s Sustaina-
bility Solutions Initiative, 
Abie focused her research on 
cooperation between univer-
sity researchers and the pub-
lic, and explored relation-
ships between social and eco-
logical systems in Maine. 
Abie�’s twenty-first century 
reflection of Edith Patch�’s 
commitment to integrating 
science and education has 
fueled her success in design 
of innovative instruction and 
contributions to the literature 
in this growing field. 
 
Sara Bushmann, a Ph.D. 
candidate in the School of 

Biology and Ecology, earned 
the 2013 Edith Patch Award 
at the doctoral level. Sara�’s 
research focuses on native 
pollinators and pollinator 
ecology. Like Edith Patch, 
Sara has integrated meticu-
lous science with her com-
mitment to public outreach. 
She has helped Maine farm-
ers understand the results and 
applications of research and 
contributed to their develop-
ment of economically viable 
and ecologically appropriate 
pollination strategies. She has 
also been a revered mentor 
for students, whether in a 
high school classroom or uni-
versity setting. Through her 
dedication to cultivating curi-
osity and understanding in 
learners of all ages, Sara is 
translating the legacy of 
Edith Patch to meet the needs 
of the twenty-first century. 

Fall Semester Forums, Special Events and Spring Topics 

Professor Frank Drummond, Sara Bushmann, 
Minna Mathiasson, Abigail Sullivan, Assistant 
Professor Timothy Waring 



Quantity  Item      Unit Price    Total 

______ Dame Bug and Her Babies (hard cover)   $25.00     _________ 

______ Dame Bug and Her Babies (soft cover)       12.95      
            _________ 

______ Favorite Recipes of Friends of Edith Marion Patch    16.95     _________ 

______ Laddie Series Notecards        8.00     _________ 

______ Braeside Ornament         8.00     _________ 

 Shipping�—Orders under $10.00           2.00     _________ 

 Orders totaling $11-25.00        4.00     _________ 

 Orders totaling $26-50.00        6.00     _________ 

 Orders totaling over $50    FREE Shipping     

Please register me as (check one) 

Renewing______ New _____Associate of the Friends of Edith Patch  $25.00     _________ 

Tax deductible contribution to the Braeside Fund         _________ 

       Grand Total    _________ 

Name:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:________________________ E-Mail:___________________________________________  I prefer my newsletter via ___mail ___e-mail 

 

Please make check payable to: University of Maine Foundation and designate payment to the Edith Marion Patch Fund. Mail to: Nancy MacKnight, Secretary, 

The Friends of Edith Marion Patch�—Membership Registration and Order Form 

Friends of Dr. Edith Marion Patch 

52 Penobscot Street 

Orono, ME 04473 
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